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“When my wife was arrested and sent to jail for a traffic
accident involving the influence of prescription drugs, I
was devastated,” says Doug, a distinguished looking man
of 45. “My wife was the glue that held the family
together. Without her, how could I go on? How could I
possibly raise the kids and work and visit and make it
through five long years of her imprisonment?” Doug’s
faith was woefully lacking. After 19 years together,
three kids and a life of dreams that lay shattered,
Doug had cold reality facing him. Life got
harsh, and that overwhelming feeling didn’t
leave; it got stronger and the depression
grew darker.

After losing his job, he had more
time for the endless chores, carpooling,
cooking, errands, and trips to the
state prison with the children to
visit their mother. He did a lot of
temporary odd jobs. He did
vinyl flooring and fencing,
helped build the light rail, and
repaired bridges. But still
Doug continued to fall
further and further into
debt. Finally, it got so
desperate he couldn’t
even pay his rent. “I just couldn’t get past the lost
feelings I had. I cried out to God and by faith chose to
believe He heard me and loved me, but deep inside I had
doubts,” confessed Doug.

After a season of ‘couch surfing’, Doug came face to
face with the reality of their situation. They were
homeless. Tyler was 15, Tiffany 11 and Tim was 7.
“Somehow I was able to keep them mostly in school.”
Doug shares. By the time they got into My Father’s
House, the children were exhausted and grumpy and
their dad felt totally defeated.
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“Right away we felt safe and the peace of this
place…God’s presence. It soothed our souls. I felt like
everything was going to work out. I had no idea how, but
I knew it would be okay.” Doug smiles, “We were
ministered to through the classes, the staff and

volunteers. All of them and the activities we
participated in built trust and relationship.”

       Doug had both a job, and housing by the
end of three months. He moved out, but kept

in touch with the extended family.
Then his airport job was completed.

Tyler, now 17, moved out to attend
an art tech school. Doug again

found himself in a situation of
increasing need. “When I was

a young man, I got jobs
easily. Between the
economy and aging, it has
been increasingly difficult. I

felt that heavy cloud of
depression once more
descending on me.

 “Then, one afternoon, the
phone rang. It was Cathe, the
director at My Father’s
House, asking how we were

doing. I told her everything. By the end of that phone
conversation, she asked if we needed another chance at
MFH, to ‘come home and let God continue the work He
started the first time around’.”

“We came ‘home’ for Christmas, and stayed. Our lives
have continued to change. A lot more growth and an
increased understanding happened to me…more than the
first time around. I now know the world is not ‘all about
me’!” Doug laughs – freely and frequently. “The staff are
true and honest friends. The classes are excellent. The

“Let God” continues on page 3

Our Second Annual Golf-2-Give Tournament is coming Monday,
August 2, 2010! Don’t golf? Join us for dinner! $25 per person.

Golf-2-Give is Back!

The event will include a 4-person scramble, box lunch and dinner an awards following golf.
Featured events for the day will include: Hole-in-One prizes on each Par 3, Long Drive Contest,
KP’s, Straight Drive Contest, Mulligan, player gifts, silent auction, raffle and much more. It all
happens at the beautiful Willamette Valley Country Club.

Registration begins at 11 a.m. The cost before July 1 is $150 for an individual, and $600 for a
team. After July 1 it is $175.00 for an individual and $700.00 for a team. Price includes: Green
fees, cart, use of driving range and practice greens, gift package, box lunch, awards ceremony
with prime rib/chicken buffet. Mark your calendar and call 503-492-3046 to reserve your spot! Learn about our exciting new project and how you can helpINSIDEINSIDEINSIDEINSIDEINSIDE

in this issue’s Director’s Chair!
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j Cleaning Supplies
Glass cleaner
Disinfectant spray
Hand soap
Laundry soap
Dish soap
(No powdered
cleansers, please)

j Paper Products
Paper towels
Toilet tissue
Feminine products
Facial tissue

j Food Items
Fresh veggies
Meats
Milk
Eggs
Cereal

j Children’s Center
Graham crackers
Juices
Fresh fruit

j Youth Connection
Microwave popcorn
Movie tickets
Event tickets

j Other Items
Office supply store gift
card (for printer ink)
Gas cards for our van
1.5" three ring binders

Call 503-492-3046
for further information.

            ~Cathe
Cathe Wiese, Executive Director

SEND A KID TO CAMP
If you would like to help
a child attend camp this
year, we could use your
help! From shopping for
appropriate daywear,
bug spray, and suntan
lotion, to getting their
very own sleeping bags,
our kids love to go to
camp! But in order for
them to go, they need
help. Whether you want
to help them purchase
supplies or sponsor a
child, we’d love to have
your help. Participate in
our “Adopt a Kid for
Camp” program by
calling our office at
503-492-3046.

I ran into an anonymous
saying a few weeks ago
that just seemed to speak
to me. I haven’t been able
to find an author, but it
does describe how we
feel about our work at
My Father’s House. It
goes like this:

from the
Director’s
    ChairC

Don’t worry, we don’t put anyone at risk…
but it does ring true to our hearts to dream
bigger and expect more. That’s why I am
happy to tell you about our new project.

In just a few weeks we will take possession
of an 18 unit apartment complex in NE
Portland. Our “Continued Housing” project
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will be self supporting and house residents who complete
our program at the shelter yet have rental barriers that
keep them from finding permanent housing. It’s a natural
step for us to continue the road of helping families get
back on their feet and into the community.

The residents will continue goal-setting meetings with
their case manager and attend financial classes on site at
the new apartments. Residents will pay rent and are
allowed to stay for 12 months to gain rental history in
order to rent an apartment in the public housing market.

We are very excited to add Continued Housing to our
growing list of classes and services we provide to families
who come to My Father’s House. If you would like to
volunteer at our new project, call Heather at 503-492-3046
x224. We will need to paint and spruce up the units, and
install kitchens in 13 of them. We’d love for you to lend us
a helping hand!

I am so thankful for what God has provided for us at
My Father’s House.  Many times resident family members
will comment on how much a resident has changed. And I
think, wow, if you only knew how much they change me!

Thank you for being part of the solution,
God bless you,

Wish List

Our donation center, led by Sue Myers, has been reorganized so
that our residents can come into “Shared Blessings” as we call it
and shop for themselves. Each family can come and shop twice a
month for food, clothing, paper products, shoes, and personal
hygiene items. Our garage, which adjoins Shared Blessings, is
used to accept and sort donations. Once the items are sorted
they are stocked in Shared Blessings and ready for residents to
shop. Thank you to Sue Myers who leads a large team of
wonderful volunteers who not only accept, sort, and stock the
items, but also assist our residents with shopping for their
families’ needs. This has been a wonderful transition from the old
into the new! Thanks Sue & Team!

BEAUTIFUL IS
THE HEART OF
A CHILD
Valentine’s Day
party compliments
of Mosaic Church

Try one of these. How about a food drive
with your friends? Or celebrate your birthday
by asking everyone to give a gift of $10 to the
shelter in your honor? How about sponsoring
a family for just $40 per month? You will be
amazed at what we can do with $40 a month.
That’s only $10 a week! Also, check out our
Wish List. Take advantage of bulk pricing or
multiple-purchase coupons on things you

need, and get enough to
“share”. The point is…
do what you can to help
the homeless in your
community. To pledge,
contact Cindy at 503-492-
3046 x223. Together… we
can accomplish so much
more!

Need Ideas on How to
Support My Father’s House?

OUR CHAPEL: Ready for Sunday church service

Meet a Special Blessing

“Let God,” continued from page 1

activities, day-care and one-on-one counseling are
all Christ centered and minister to hurting people.
The networking the staff does helps us get jobs
and housing.

“Not only have I learned to give of myself to
help others, through sharing the Word and
practical service [Doug serves as assistant to the
Floor Manager], my wife and I are planning our life
ministry together. It isn’t easy to wait and watch a
loved one in prison, but ‘In Christ all things are
possible’. He gives strength and grace on a daily

basis. Our commitment and vows to God and each
other mean a lot.

“I have a full time job at a local boot company.
My children, wife and I are focused on serving
God. We are joyous, peaceful and look confidently
into the future.

“If you work the program, if you’re open to
spiritual truths, if you make an effort, when you
leave you will be a much better you. Hey! It’s like
that motto that’s all over MFH stationery and
cards: ‘Helping Families, Transforming Lives’!”


